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NASA - JPL
JPL Ihirke respondbllltlls sszcNo.9661

JPL/Caltech was quick to put
its own spin on a groundwater
contaminationreport to whitewash
itself on your front page ("Report:
Tainted waterno threat" Aug. 14).
Afterdecadesof poisoningour
wells,the institutioncontinuesto
shirg its clean.upresponsibilities.

Sure, they cut a de'dlwith
Pasadena nearly 10yearsago and
installeda treatmnt plant for the
city, But why, at the llth hour, did
they carve Nor_west Altadenaout
of the arrangement? Wasit ho.cauml
JPL/Caltech knew that while
Pasadena had the political and

financialcloutto ieve.ragea deal,
the LincolnAvenueMutualWater
Company,serving primarily a poor
African.Americancommunity,
lacked thoseresources?

Forthebettorpart of the 'gOt
L_c.olr_'srate payers have k-_en
subsld_,h,gth_JPL/Oaltechl

cleanup.It's the peoplein this
soclo-economicallydepresselarea
who installedatreatmentplantto
cleanlocaltapwaterservedto
some4.000homesnexttoJPL.And
throughoutthe'90s,_L/Caltech
hascontinuodtostonewallLincoln
customers'pleastohelppayforthe
cleanup.P_rhapsthey thinkthat
eventuallyLincolnwillgoaway.
Wewillnot!

CongressmanJamesRogan,
Sens.BarbaraBoxerandDiane
Feinstein. youhave to question the
motivesofanagencythatlivesoff
offederalfunds--h.a_.a.king's
ransom to advancectvlliazti6n.
throughout theuniverse,yet has
suchdisdain forthepeopletnits
owllneighboringcommunities:
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